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"Yn,  sir." 

"The  Ray  Shaw?  wfto  won  the  Medal  of-" 

"Ye*,  *ir."  Raymond  nit  him  off  in  a  louder  voice.  He  fell 
like  dropping  the  phone,  the  call,  and  the  whole  soggy, 
maauchanc.  suicidal  thing  in  the  wastebasket.  Better  yet,  lie 
should jftiack  Itinueli  over  the  head  with  the  goddam  phone. 

"YcK^Ve.  uh.  Mr.  Mavoie.  I  have  to,  uh.  go  to  Washington. 
uyjrt — " 

/"We  know,  We  read  all  about  it  and  let  me  ay  with  all 
ay  heart  I  gnt  left  that  I  am  aa  proud  at  pin,  even  though  I 
lever  met  you,  aa  if  it  were  Eddie,  my  own  kid.  My  ton." 

"Mr.  Mavoie."  Raymond  uud  rapidly.  *1  thought  that  if 
it  was  OK.  with  you  may  fie  I  could  stop  over  in  Si.  In 
my  way  to  Washington,  you  knowM^hought,  1  mes  n 
curved  to  art  dial  you  and  Mn  MavalcrotgfTt'gcajgi  > 
of  peace  out  of  it.  wnr  kind  o<  rrlu-l.  if  »r  talked  a  tin  PU  HCtU0 

About  Eddie.  You  know?  I  mean  I  thought  iltai  waa  tL. _ 

I  could  do.” 

There  was  a  silence.  Then  Mr  Mavoie  began  to  make  a 
lot  of  tlobbering  sounds  »  Raymond  said  roughly  that  he 
would  wire  when  hr  knew  vrhal  Bight  he  would  be  on  and  he 
hung  up  the  phone  and  felt  like  an  idiot.  Like  an  angry  man 
with  a  cane  who  pokes  a  hole  through  the  Boor  of  heaven 
and  u  scalded  by  the  joy  that  pours  down  upon  him,  Ray¬ 
mond  had  a  capacity  for  using  tat  ia  factions  against  himself. 
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